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OVERVIEW: Much of Fall-Winter Pret-a- 
Porter presented a benumbing array of 
clothing to hang about the head, neck, 
arms, waist, hips and legs, as difficult 
to sort out as deciding how to pile it on 
--- allow an extra half-hour in the morn- 
ing to don the lot, and then you could be 
ready for the Antartic, Beneath these 
trappings, two important opposite trends 
emerged from the continuing ethnic empha- 
sis: Beautiful feminine clothes (Yves _ St. 
tive Amerindians, the backwoods and out- 
door sports (Kenzo, Castelbajac). While 
much too extreme to be worn, FI believes 
they will be influential in concept and 
detail, FI selects significant trends and 
collections: 


MAJOR TRENDS: 


- Rounding of the Silhouette (La 


Ligne "Oeuf" Ronde, April FI) 
the most important, and best in 
modified drawstring blousons 


--- Layering at an all time high -- 


newest when each layer is a 
different length, and very 
effective in lighter weight knits 


--- Return of Coats -- long, loose, un- 
structured, un-lined -- hooded 
wraparounds resembled Dominican 
Friars' cloaks -- duffels 


Hp) GOL Sports -- workmen's clothes are 


out, active sportsmen's clothes 
in -- sweatshirt dressing newest 


approach for contemporary sports- 
wear ° 


Het Sweaterings -- knitwear across the 
board, bigger & better than ever 
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FALL/WINTER eres, -- ANYTHING GOES 
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--- Geographics Unlimited -- Peruvian and 


American Indian -- Canadian North- 
woods -- Lapland -- Mongolia -- 
Czarist Russia -- Nordic jacquards 


--- Clean and Classic, a l'Anglais -- 
Dior and Hechter did it best 


--- Soft & Feminine -- typified by YSL 
--- Cowl Necks, many convert to hoods 
--- A Touch of Gold -- lame, Lurex piped, 


confetti-striped, iridescent, 
braided, threaded, or scrolled 


SWEATERINGS : 
Sonia_Rykiel -- long, lean step-layering, 


up to 6 in a single outfit, in solid or 


striped winter white, punctuated with tones 
of pale, mouse and elephant grey, black, 
violet, brick red & dark green -- side-tied 
long pullover, 2-pocket tabard -- cropped 
cardigans -- low, wide V-pullovers with ker- 


chief necklines -- asymmetric closings -- 
2-pocket hip-belt blousing -- jogger, gaucho, 


& wide-leg ankle length uncuffed trousers. 


Sweater coats with a hand-knit look, some 
Sleeveless, in brightly colored, bias geo- 
metrics, or subdued jacquards -- layered 

over long blousons, low-waisted drawstring 
dresses, chemises -- sweatshirt blousons with 
woven: V-inserts/boot-tucked trousers -- 
primary-bright mohair blousons/slim skirts -- 
Lurex tunics/above-ankle trousers and satin 
"smoking" jackets for evening. 


for his imaginative designs -- his superb 
knitted coats, cardigans, big pullovers, 
tunics and caftans -- in fresh, original mix- 
tures of fabrics: alpaca and chenille hand- 
knits, knits and wovens, leather and knits -- 
yokes, cables, fringe -- Lurex for evening. 
(continued on page 2) 








GOOD SPORTS: 

Jean-Charles_de_Castelbajac's forte is 
utilizing the fabrics and function indige- 
nous to active sports gear to style modern 
clothing -- layered and multi-functional in 
a fresh, amusing way that could be strong 
competition to the local sporting goods 
shop -- white or bright jumpsuits, sweat- 
suits, tent coats, duffels, ponchos, anoraks, 
rain trenches -- jackets zip, snap, are 
string-tied, quilted,and hooded, aviator- 
helmeted -- various-sized and snapsclosed 


pockets appear on everything, boots included 


-- school bags and mittens are suspended 
from metallic clips. 


this is a young collection of sportswear & 
accessories for men and women -- their re- 
laxed, functional separates are very much 
in the Castelbajac vein -- vests, tunics, 
shirts, blousons, sweatshirt pullovers, 
jumpsuits, battle dress trousers with giant 
pockets, slim legged: pants and knickers are 
topped by duffels, parkas, ponchos and wind 





breakers -- many mixes of knits and wovens -- 


canvas, painted satin and Lurex for evening 
-- natural colors favored, with ecru as a 
foil for brights. 


GEOGRAPHICS: 


for 10 collections. His clothes are so com- 


pletely unconstructured, the models were 
often wrapped in lengths of layered blanket 


fabrics -- tunnel pull-through ties at 
shoulders and armholes; also on skirts -- 
quilted boleros over bright floral pleated 
challis skirts continue from last season -- 
tunics, belted or side-slit and wrapped, 
worn over ribbed tights, could revive minis, 
look like medieval page boys' garments -- 
Peruvian Indian blanket coats over tunics, 
skirts or slim trousers, felt hats, fur- 
lined vests -- American Indian fringed 
tabards, swirling skirts, feathered vests & 
naturally, headbands -- a fur-lined 3/4 
coat with flying fox tails suggested Daniel 
Boone. 


in Paris, but has been included in 2 London 
museum shows in 1967 & 1971 -- functional 
sportswear dresses and separates in stripes 
and patterns of American Indians and vivid 
colors of the Japanese Kabuki -- natural 
fibers in unusual fabrications: Kamadajima, 
100% textured cotton used in Japanese work 


clothing; Urashima, an all-wool blanketing; 
Mikawamomen, a cotton traditionally used in 
kimonos, newly napped to give it a velvety 


effect -- masked faces, as in many other col- 
lections -- knits and wovens -- FI found his 


biggest message lay in knits: Mohair, boucle 
-- big cardigans and pullovers with long 
scarves in rainbow sherbet colors -- over- 
sized pullovers with convertible cowls in a 
colorful mix of stripes & jacquards. 


CLEAN AND CLASSIC, a 1'ANGLAIS: 


led, saleable collection -- man-tailored pant- 
suits with tweedy checked jackets reminiscent 
of English hunting coats -- full coats similar 
to barristers' robes -- Burberry types with 
tartan linings -- models in navy serge Empire 
jumpers with choir boy collared blouses and 
argyle stockinged legs looking very English 
school girl -- functional parkas, pants and 
blousons in pure white or primaries geared to 
the ski slopes -- Indian camp border print 
challis skirt, bright blanket-fleece jackets -- 
for evening, a black satin "smoking" jacket 
with gold Lurex blouse. 


Dior's Rx: Man-tailored UN-matched sepa- 
rates for day and night -- trouser suits, 
blazers with straight or pin-pleated skirts, 
bright shirts and trenchcoats -- Marc Bohan 
mixes tweeds with checks, whipcord and stripes 
with solids -- new duffel coat has square arm- 
holes, pointed hood, comes in entire range of 
day and evening fabrics -- colorful late-day 
separates in gold-trimmed silk jersey; side- 
slit shirtdresses; metallic lame tunics over 
trousers -- hooded caftans. 


SOFT AND FEMININE: 


man-tailored clothes seen in his January cou- 
ture collection -- his luxurious RTW harks back 
two years to his pre-Revolutionary stage Rus- 
sians -- visible underskirts, especially with 
contrast color ruffles, and bright color pip- 
ing -- one-, two- and three-piece Russian 
peasant dresses in fantastic mix of patterns -- 
pleated crushed velvet underskirts show under 
floral print skirts worn with wide-sleeve 
geometric or print yoked blouses that combine 
print with stripes -- braid banding on velvet 
dirndl suits, bright piping on chunky cardigans 
with shawls and toggles -- a full-skirted, 
slightly dropped waist coat has Cossack collar 
(continued on page 4) 


CALIFORNIA I: 


Ten Los Angeles designers -~ Christine 
Albers; Barbara Dulien for B.B.D.; Norma 


Fink/d.b.a. Theodore; Rudi Gernreich for 
Lily of France; Holly's Harp; Ma Chemise 
by Dennis Goldsmith; Harriet Selwyn for 
Fragments; Phyllis Sues; Tea Shirts by 
Nancy and Bob Heller; Irene Tsu for The It 
Company -- held their first group showing 
(CALIFORNIA I), April 27, at the new Paci- 
fic Design Center in L.A. 


MAJOR TRENDS: 


-.. Pants, pants, pants; evening bloomers 
--- Long Tube Tunics 
--- Capped and Short Sleeves 

‘<..e2e Multi-layers, in soft, supple fabrics. 
--- Black and dark, murky tones; prints 
--- Hoods drawn to encircle face 


TUNICS OVER PANTS or skirts: Day-into-dark 
travel costume of shoulder-strapped tunic, 
pants, T-shirt and surplice tie-top; super- 
layered 4-step, 4-color, cowled overshirt, 
loose camisole, belted tunic and skirt, fla- 
ming autumn colors in fluid jersey; hooded 
tunic layered over two different-length-and- 
color'skirts (Harriet Selwyn/Fragments) — 
Face-framing drawstring hood on white jersey 
halter-tunic/pants; short black wrap tunic 
with string-tied halter is a switch, tops 
white pants (Irene Tsu/The It Co.) -- a novel 


asymmetric neckline on tunics atop pants and 
on calf-length dresses: a single off-center 


lapel with closure on the opposite side 
(Dennis_Goldsmith/Ma Chemise) . 

PANTS, PANTSUITS, JUMPSUITS: Black satin 
pants tucked into boots (Christine Albers), 


fitted blazer and shirt pantsuits (The It Co.) 
2-piece warmup suits side-striped with silver 
metallic or ribbon, for dressy wear; small 
dark ground prints for pullover pantsuit and 
jumpsuit, tiered ballerina in multi-patterns 
and jumpsuits in murky multi-patchprints 
(Phyllis Sues) -- velvet skirt and pantsuit 
with waist-deep Satin lapels; double-breasted 
blazer pantsuits in banker's gray flannel and 
black satin; white parachute pants/jacket/ 
beige sweater-vest; tan ankle-tied pants/ 
off-white zip-front hooded topper with patch 
pockets (Norma Fink/d.b.a. Theodore). 


SHORTS, CULOTTES, KNICKERS: Dark green sweat- 


shirt/short shorts (It Co.) -- knickered rid- 
ing habit (Tea Shirts) -- layered culottes 


NOVELTIES: Giant Zen robes, their sleeves 
forming a huge square when extended to arm's 
length -- in black or red Indian gauze, 
wrapped over contrasting color maillots, can 
fold flat into suitcase (Barbara Dulien). 
DRESSES: Roumanian peasants in dark sheers/ 
matching unlined tunic-coats (Albers) -- 
2-piece greige cashmere-blend tuckin with 
button-front skirt and eyelash trim; two- 
tone tuckins and blousons, dark tops, flared 
belt bag on dark print, ruffle-hem off-shoulder 
ballerina; belted brown tunic just shows . 
double ruffle of persimmon underskirt (Sues). 


AFTER-DARK DRESSES, PANTS, BLOOMERS: Lemon 
yellow/taupe/persimmon/black spaghetti- 
strapped scarf dress, each color becomes a 
handkerchief point at shoe length hem; eve- 
drawstring-decoll and tunnel waist jumpsuits 
with matching open unlined coats (It Co.) -- 
black chiffon pants/black lace and chiffon 
kabuki'd tunics; Foreign Legion harem'd pants/ 
Turkish braid and jeweled overblouses (Sues) 
elasticized knicker-bloomers just full enough 
to look like skirts under tunics or over- 
blouses, most with deep backs; low butterfly 
back on black bloomer dress; black elasticized 
strapless dresses with floaty layered skirts 

a smashing look, with or without their fly- 


RUDI GERNREICH's sleepwear for Lily of France 
is elegant and pretty and may be worn anywhere. 
Long Empires drape handsomely in two-way 
textured Dacron wovens and polyester knits 
from Klopman; some have dark tops, off-white 
skirts and third color ribbon streamers down 
front; old fashioned narrow wallpaper floral/ 
ribbon stripes are draped off-shoulder, have 
puffed sleevelets and sash; his signature 
black and white, thick and thin stripes in 
textured Dacron jersey form a drawstring 
tunic that becomes a mini when the pants are 
removed; silver Empire jumpsuit with spaghetti 
straps, and tailored gold pajama, are metallic 
coated nylon tricot. 
HHTHHHEEH 

IMPORTANT_DATES 
DALLAS - Fall Ready-To-Wear, May 21-25 
NEW YORK - Nat'l Boutique Show, May 23-26 
NEW YORK - TEXPO, Textiles Expos., May 25-27 








and square armholes outlined with braid -- 
hip-fitted velvet evening skirt is balle- 
rina length and gold-piped, shows taffeta 
underskirt, is worn with cropped vest over 
full-sleeved blouse -- fezzes, babushkas & 
shoulder scarves in brilliant hues and pat- 
terns, slender boots and high-heeled shoes 
for "peasants" who are rich, amusing and 
drink champagne for breakfast. 


FABRICS: Brushed wool, mohair, cashmere, 
Irish tweeds, blanket fabrics -—- Pinwale & 
widewale corduroy, rustic canvas, indigo 
denim, poplin, sometimes quilted -- print- 
ed wool voile, flannel -- crepe de chine, 
satin, velvet, taffeta, cire -- soft jer- 
sey, Lurex, lame. 


COLORS: Jeweltones, primary brights, 
sherbet pastels -- winter white -- brown 

-- spice tones of paprika, curry, saffron 
-- neutrals: beige, taupe, grey, camel, tan. 


ACCESSORIES: Gloves on strings, booties 
On cords -- knitted shoulder bags, duffel 
and fishing bags, fringed Indian pouches 
-- leg warmers, arm warmers, knitted 
tights, socks -- feathers for jackets, in 
the hair and on jewelry. 





FEET: Boots -- sheepskin, corduroy, suede 
or leather -- farm workers' "chunkies" -- 
moccasins, fringed flat "squaw" boots -- 
Wellingtons -- high heels often in gold. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 


CHICAGO - Fall Ready-to-Wear, June 5-8 

N.Y. - Xmas Display Market Week, June 5-8 
N.Y. - Needlework Show, June 6-10 

LOS ANGELES - Fall Ready-to-Wear, June 11 
N.Y. - New Directions/Press Wk., June 14-17 
PENNSYLVANIA - Men's Fash. Assn, June 17-20 











N.Y. - Amer. Des'r Shows (Press), June 20-25 





ROME - Fall-Winter Couture, July 19-23 
PARIS - Fall-Winter Couture, July 26-30 
N.Y. - Holiday Loungewear, Aug. 16-27 


ESTELLE HAMBURGER'S NEW BOOK AVAILABLE 
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"FASHION BUSINESS: IT'S ALL YOURS" is a 
dynamic, panoramic, and contemporary view of 
all the fashion industries: Wholesale and 
retail -- designing and manufacturing -- 
buying and promotion -- stores and their 
branches -- specialty shops and boutiques -- 
the great mail order chains and mammoth shop- 
ping centers -- U.S.A. and international. 
Author Estelle Hamburger utilizes her half- 
century of first-hand retail knowledge and 
expertise at top-levels to offer a wide view 
of this vast and fascinating industry to 
people whose sharp focus is on their own work, 
as well as those just entering the field. 


Written in her characteristically breathless 
style, each of the 15 chapters is illustrated 
with a double-spread collage made by senior 
students of Illustration at the Parsons School 
of Design. Hard cover edition, 306 pages, 

for sale in book and department stores, $8.95: 
Harper 6: Rows: LO. Bip: Gan, St o,) Wed soo LOU ee » 
tel : (212) 593-7000; in paperback, for 
distribution to colleges and libraries,$6.95: 
Canfield Press, 850 Montgomery St., San Fran- 
cisco, California 94133. 
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GIANT PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER OPENS IN L.A. 


The 530-feet long, 245-feet wide and 130-feet 
high blue-glass-walled structure at Melrose 
and San Vicente in West Hollywood has opened 
amid considerable architectural controversy. 
It's the new PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER, housing 
permanent showrooms and special exhibits 
serving the contract and residential home 
furnishings industries. It is situated on a 
16-acre tract, nine of which are devoted to 
paved surface parking. Its 750,000-gross 
square feet are distributed over six floors 
and a mezzanine with high vaulted roof. A 
bank, restaurants and retail shops will 
occupy the street floor. For further informa- 


tion: Pacific Design Center, 8687 Melrose Ave., 


L.A., Cal. 90069, tel: (213) 657-0800; or 
anon.¥. 919 Third Ave. NYC’ 10022, tel: 
(212) 755-3111. 


PARIS - SEHM (menswear), Sept. 7-10 


N.Y. - Resort Ready-to-Wear, Sept. 13 HEHHEEHHEE 
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